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Lackawanna County receives $1.6 million
bid for Administration Building

BY DAVID SINGLETON, STAFF WRITER / PUBLISHED: JUNE 16, 2018

SCRANTON — Allentown-based developer
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Jefferson-Werner’s bid of $1,621,000 came in $321,000 over the county’s mandatory
minimum bid amount of $1.3 million — the figure it budgeted this year for revenue
from asset sales. DFM’s bid was $1.4 million.
Commissioner Patrick O’Malley, who attended the bid opening with Commissioner
Laureen Cummings, said they were happy with the outcome.
“That is a great number,” he said, referring to the Jefferson-Werner bid.
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Pending a satisfactory review by county general counsel Donald Frederickson, O’Malley
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said the commissioners could vote as soon as June 27 to approve the building sale.
Controller Gary DiBileo, who conducted the bid opening with members of his staff in the
commissioners conference room, said both bids were received by his office about 1:57
p.m.,
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Administration Building in 2017, and had two developers bite — Jefferson-Werner and
DFM.
The commissioners rejected both proposals in February, and said the county would
instead solicit sealed bids and sell the property to the highest responsible bidder.
In an attempt to drum up more interest in the building, the county advertised its
request for bids in both The New York Times and The Philadelphia Inquirer newspapers,
along with The Times-Tribune and The Citizens’ Voice, at a cost of around $10,000.
Even though the advertising ultimately did not translate into additional bids, it grabbed
the attention of out-of-town real estate interests, some of whom sent representatives to
look at the building, said Andy Wallace, county chief of staff.
“It was money well spent,” he said. “The fact that there were so many people in here
interested in the building, I think, sparked interest with the local developers to see what

Chris Kelly Blog: Christopher J. Kelly, is the Scranton Times
Tribune Columnist.

a great building it is and how much it is really worth.”
Developer Charles Jefferson of Jefferson-Werner previously said his company, if it
acquired the property, would retrofit the building with a restaurant, retail space and at
least 50 apartments.
The Globe, which the county bought for $1.3 million in 2016, is in the midst of a $17.4
million
op-to-bottom makeover as the county government center. It is expected to be ready for
occupancy by county employees in early December.
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Once the commissioners accept a bid, the county will have 10 days to produce an
agreement of sale with the successful bidder, according to the timeline outlined in bid
documents. The buyer will be required to make an immediate down payment of

$10,000, with another $40,000 due by Oct. 1. The closing would happen no later than
Jan. 18.
Contact the writer: dsingleton@timesshamrock.com, 570-348-9132

Original Woodstock festival
site announces plans for
50th anniversary event at
Bethel Woods
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A 50th anniversary remembrance of the
original Woodstock festival –the cultural
touchstone moment that brought an
estimated half-million people to a
hillside in Bethel, N.Y., for a legendary
three-day music festival – will be held at
the original site, organizers announced
Thursday. (read more)
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One main break is repaired while work on another continues
Man dies in suspected overdose in Scranton, the first since last week's spate of deadly ODs

• More than a dozen departments working out of Globe as Lackawanna County government’s move
continues
• Gopal Patel resigns from Scranton Sewer Authority after being appointed to Scranton School Board
• Regional cancer network gets national accreditation
• Driver crashes into Jewish Community Center
• 100 Years Ago - City Council says no to firefighter's wage increase

Man accused in fatal bus
crash brought back to
Lackawanna County
100 Years Ago - City Council
says no to firefighter's wage
increase
After an hourlong meeting between city
council, Mayor Alex Connell and the
union representing the Scranton
firefighters, council President Thomas
Saville told the union, “We made it very
plain at the last meeting that the wage
question was closed and we absolutely
refuse to open the budget again. (read
more)

COVINGTON TWP. — A 50-year-old man
accused of causing a deadly bus crash in
October in Covington Twp. was returned to
Lackawanna County to face charges, state
police at Dunmore said. (read more)

One main break is repaired
while work on another continues
SCRANTON — Pennsylvania American Water
crews finished repairs on one 8-inch water
main break on Pittston Avenue this afternoon
while work continues on another nearby.
(read more)

Man dies in suspected
overdose in Scranton, the first
since last week's spate of deadly
ODs
SCRANTON — A 40-year-old man died in
Scranton today of a suspected drug
overdose, breaking the lull that followed one
of the city’s deadliest stretches in the opioid
epidemic. (read more)

Woman whose body was found
in Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area is identified
The body of a woman was found Thursday
afternoon near the riverbank in the Delaware
Water Gap National Recreation Area, the Pike
County coroner said. (read more)

