SECTIONS

MANAGE ACCOUNT

LOGOUT

NEWS • SPORTS • SCRANTON LIVE • LIFESTYLES • OBITUARIES • OPINION • CONTACT • CLASSIFIEDS • MARKETPLACE • SMART

Design work nearly buttoned up on
counseling center

Old windows that will be replaced at former button factory that will be torn down in Scranton. Jake Danna
Stevens / Staff Photographer
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SCRANTON — The first floor of 329 Cherry St.
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and a few other odd items such as an old
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home to the Scranton Counseling Center.
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is almost completely vacant, save a stack of

The planning and design phase for a
redevelopment project that will see the
center move operations from downtown to
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the former button factory in South Side is
almost wrapped up and work could begin by
the second quarter of next year, developer
Charles Jefferson said.
Architects and planners for the project are
working with staff at the counseling center to
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iron out plans before work begins to make
sure departments and offices are properly
placed for when the center would move
operations there, Jefferson said.
“In that respect, those things will drive the design and some of the aesthetics,” Jefferson
said, adding they hope to have drawings and plans completed by mid-December. “It’s
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about making sure the building is functional and serves the intended purpose for many
years to come.”
Jefferson hopes to have the project at the 108,000-square-foot building, located on
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Cedar Avenue at Cherry Street, completed by the end of next year. All three floors of the
building will be completely renovated, with warehouse space at the rear of the building
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demolished to make way for parking, said Joe Fabricatore of Admiral Management
Services LLC, a Jefferson company.
Scranton Counseling Center, a private, nonprofit entity established in 1947, has
occupied a former Sears building and an unconnected structure two doors away on the
300 block of Adams Avenue for about 30 years. The center’s operations are separated
by a vacant, unrelated and blighted building. Jefferson bought the center’s current
locations and plans to revitalize them to feature commercial space on the ground level
and residential units on upper floors.
In all, the projects will cost about $10 million, to be covered by funds the center had
earmarked for renovations to their current site, proceeds from the sale to Jefferson,
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funding from private organizations and grant funding from the state, Jefferson said.
Earlier this year, the project received $2 million in state Redevelopment Assistance
Capital Program funds, which requires a dollar-for-dollar match in non-state funding in
the project, and all project-related expenses must be incurred and satisfied in advance
of approved reimbursements from the state. The project also received $1 million in
RACP funding in both 2016 and 2017.
Contact the writer:
cover@timesshamrock.com; 570-348-9100 x5363;
@ClaytonOver on Twitter
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Samter’s project near completion

Original Woodstock festival
site announces plans for
50th anniversary event at
Bethel Woods
A 50th anniversary remembrance of the
original Woodstock festival –the cultural
touchstone moment that brought an
estimated half-million people to a
hillside in Bethel, N.Y., for a legendary
three-day music festival – will be held at
the original site, organizers announced
Thursday. (read more)

As the button factory project moves toward starting, another Jefferson development is
nearing completion.
Renovations to the former Samter’s building at Penn and Lackawanna avenues will be
completed by the end of the month, Jefferson said. All but two of the 24 apartments in
the top floors of the five- story building have been leased, Jefferson said. He has been in
talks with some businesses to occupy commercial space on the first floor, he added.
Built as the Samter’s clothing store for men and boys, it closed in 1977. The building
later contained state government offices but had been empty for years.
— CLAYTON OVER
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100 Years Ago - City Council
says no to firefighter's wage
increase
After an hourlong meeting between city
council, Mayor Alex Connell and the
union representing the Scranton
firefighters, council President Thomas
Saville told the union, “We made it very
plain at the last meeting that the wage
question was closed and we absolutely
refuse to open the budget again. (read
more)

RECENT SCRANTON NEWS
•
•

One main break is repaired while work on another continues
Man dies in suspected overdose in Scranton, the first since last week's spate of deadly ODs

• More than a dozen departments working out of Globe as Lackawanna County government’s move
continues
• Gopal Patel resigns from Scranton Sewer Authority after being appointed to Scranton School Board
• Regional cancer network gets national accreditation
• Driver crashes into Jewish Community Center
• 100 Years Ago - City Council says no to firefighter's wage increase

Man accused in fatal bus
crash brought back to
Lackawanna County
COVINGTON TWP. — A 50-year-old man
accused of causing a deadly bus crash in
October in Covington Twp. was returned to
Lackawanna County to face charges, state
police at Dunmore said. (read more)

