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Developers pitch plans for Lackawanna
County's Administration Building
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Lackawanna County officials met Friday with

developers hoping to buy the county’s

current Administration Building in downtown

Scranton — one of whom wants to retrofit

the six-story structure with apartments, a

restaurant and retail space.

Two firms that have done extensive work in

the Electric City, Allentown-based Jefferson-

Werner LLC and Scranton-based DFM

Properties, submitted proposals in July to

buy the building at 200 Adams Ave.

While the former Stoehr & Fister Building will

continue to serve as Lackawanna County

headquarters until the former Globe Store

on Wyoming Avenue is ready to house

government operations, the county expects

to sell it to one of the two parties soon,

possibly within the next 30 days, county

Chief of Staff Andy Wallace said.

A team of county officials — including

Commissioners Laureen Cummings, Patrick

O’Malley and Jerry Notarianni, county general

counsel Donald Frederickson, county

minority solicitor John Cerra and Wallace —
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heard pitches Friday from the developers.

Only one, Charles Jefferson of Jefferson-Werner, opted to discuss his plans with The

Times-Tribune.

“The building needs to pop when you drive into town, and it should, because it’s an

awesome building,” Jefferson said while detailing his plans for street-level restaurant

and retail space and a minimum of 50 apartment units throughout the building. “This is

such a key corner in the downtown, and there needs to be life there.”

If Jefferson is able to buy the building, the total conversion project would likely cost

between $10 million and $12 million and take 20 to 24 months to complete, he

estimated, noting business tenants would rent the restaurant and retail space.

As for the residential units, Jefferson said the apartments would be “much in the same

vein” as those he built at the former Chamber of Commerce building at Mulberry Street

and North Washington Avenue.

“We don’t want to be building tiny units,” he said. “This is not about that. This is about

growing the downtown and growing the residential population.”

DFM Properties owner Don Mammano declined to discuss his plans for the building

before it’s sold.

While it’s still unknown what the building will ultimately sell for, the county’s 2018

budget includes a $1.3 million revenue line item titled “sale of assets.” The asset in

question is the Administration Building, Wallace confirmed last month.

The county’s goal is to get as much money as possible for the building, Wallace said.

Contact the writer:

jhorvath@timesshamrock.com;

570-348-9141;

@jhorvathTT on Twitter
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Priest with Scranton ties
one step closer to sainthood

The young Irish immigrant who arrived
in Scranton and found work as a
custodian at St. Peter’s Cathedral in
1928 could not have known he was
about to embark on a path that would
make him one of the most influential
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